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PRESIDENT/PRINCIPAL MESSAGE 

 

 

July 2018 

Dear Parents/Guardians and Students, 

“We are all gifted. We are all called by the Lord to give our best with the gifts He has given us.” 

On behalf of the faculty, administration and staff, welcome to the 2018-2019 school year at Mater Dei 

Catholic High School. Much of what you will find in this handbook outlines the policies, guidelines and 

traditions that we have held throughout our history as Crusaders. It is a critical source of information for 

new students and parents, but it is also important for those of you who are returning. There is plenty of 

new information, so we encourage everyone to spend adequate time as a family reviewing the contents. 

As the school year progresses, we encourage you to maintain a channel of communication with the school 

by regularly checking e-mails, publications, the website and the school calendar at 

www.materdeicatholic.org. Together, we will strive to form Christ centered, life long, self-directed learners 

and effective communicators who exhibit collaborative 21st Century learning skills – in other words – 

together we can help students achieve the Integral Student Outcomes (ISOs). 

Mater Dei Catholic High School takes pride in providing a variety of programs that foster well-rounded, 

confident individuals. We invite all our students to participate in co-curricular activities whether it is 

student government, campus ministry, drama, music, clubs or athletics. There is something for everyone at 

MDCHS! 

Finally, we ask you to keep our school community in your prayers so that we can embrace with joy the task of 

Catholic education that God has entrusted to us. May our Blessed Mother intercede for us so that we may 

gain wisdom of heart to follow in the footsteps of Jesus as we pray daily. 

Mary Mother of God Lead us to your Son, Jesus! 

Blessings for a great school year 2018-2019! 

John Rey Frank Stingo 

President Principal 
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ORGANIZATIONAL PURPOSE AND VALUES 

 
Why Do We Exist? (Core Purpose) 

We exist to inspire & educate the hearts, minds and souls of our students  

How Do We Behave? (Core Values) 

• Dedicated – MDCHS employees are committed to the Core Purpose and demonstrate desire to be an asset 

to the school. They model a growth mindset, and actively seek out opportunities for professional 

development. 

• Spirit of Service – MDCHS employees are committed to a spirit of service through their desire to advance 

all facets of the school. They possess a welcoming attitude, humility and a generous heart. They 

constantly prioritize the needs of students and the Mater Dei community when making decisions. 

• Smart – MDCHS employees are knowledgeable. They demonstrate good judgment and social awareness. 

They model emotional and spiritual sensitivity. 

What Do We Do? (Business Definition) 

We provide a Catholic college preparatory education for high school students 

How Will We Succeed? (Strategic Anchors) 

• High Student Fulfillment – Highly fulfilled students are known, loved, empowered to grow in their faith & 

identity, feel safe and take ownership of their Mater Dei experience 

• High Four-Year College Acceptance Rate – 100% 4-year college acceptances; 80% accepted to US News & 

World Report top tier universities; guaranteed pathways for acceptances; personalized college counseling; 

SAT & ACT Test Prep; enhanced academic programs 

• Accessible – Most affordable Catholic high school in San Diego County; tuition assistance provided to at 

least 50% of students; support programs to meet all students’ needs; diverse student population 
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MDCHS INTEGRAL STUDENT OUTCOMES (ISO) 

  

1. Christ-Centered Persons who: 

• Are dedicated to the Catholic values of dignity, humility, and compassion 

• Possess a generous heart and are committed to a spirit of service 

• Embody a love of God and love of neighbor 

  

2. Life-Long Self-Directed Learners who: 

• Are determined to pursue higher education 

• Demonstrate integrity as they form identity and discover their purpose 

• Embody a growth mindset and apply their learning to real world issues 

  

3. Effective Communicators who: 

• Exemplify emotional and spiritual sensitivity 

• Articulate ideas clearly, creatively, and logically 

• Possess the skills to resolve conflicts in a global society 

  

4. Collaborative Individuals who: 

• Respect and value individuals from diverse backgrounds and abilities 

• Demonstrate social awareness and good judgment 

• Engage in a variety of leadership and supportive roles  
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*PARENTS AND STUDENTS MUST READ* 
 

MULTICULTURAL DIVERSITY POLICY 

 

Mater Dei Catholic High School is very proud of its students’ diversity both of language and culture. We are proud of 

the fact that many languages and cultures are enjoyed and experienced at MDCHS. This is one of the beauties of 

global education: the ability to truly understand and appreciate all cultures and languages. 

Dr. John Ogbu, Chancellor’s Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of California, Berkeley – presenter at the 

National Catholic Educational Association 1998 – has researched Cultural Diversity and has made excellent 

observations. Dr. Ogbu is originally from Africa and has done numerous studies and shared his research concerning 

educational excellence. Also, Dr. Ogbu mentioned it is rude to speak a foreign language around those who do not 

speak in that language, especially if you can speak a common language. 

He stated, “No culture or language is better than another.” They are different, but not superior. All children must 

learn proper English. He encourages speaking only English during school hours to immerse our young in English for 

greater learning and usage. English is a tool every student needs in order to succeed in business. Academic excellence 

is necessary and greater use of English at all times assists in achieving academic excellence. 

Therefore, MDCHS requires all students to use the English language in the classroom. However, we encourage all 

students to use the English language on campus. 

For your child’s academic success, please encourage this practice during school hours. 
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GENERAL INFORMATION AND POLICIES 
The Mater Dei Catholic High School Office is open from 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday. The Attendance Office is 
open from 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. Both offices are closed on official school holidays. Student absences 
and tardies must be reported to the Attendance Office between 7:30 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. We would appreciate it if routine office 
calls to the school would be made after 9:00 a.m. 

Emergency Phone Calls:  

• Emergency Phone Calls/Emergency Messages for students from parents (only) should be directed to the Attendance Office 

(ext. 115). Transportation arrangements should be made prior to the start of classes.  

• Emergency calls for teachers should be directed to: 619-423-2121. 

ADMISSION POLICY 

MDCHS does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national or ethnic origin. Attendance at Mater Dei Catholic High School 

is a privilege and not a right. The school is Christ-centered, and each student should value spirituality. The administration will 

determine whether or not MDCHS is able to meet the needs of each student. 

Critical to admission are the following criteria: 

Acceptance of a Christ-centered education 

1. Excellent Student Conduct 

2. Placement Test for all students 

3. Interview 

4. Letter of Recommendation 

5. Academic Readiness/Grades 

Admission Procedure 

Mater Dei Catholic High School seeks students who are committed to spiritual, intellectual and personal growth. We are looking 

for positive individuals to further the MDCHS mission in the future. 

1. Parents and students are required to become familiar with the following: 

a. Admission Policy 

b. Financial Information 

c. College Planning and Graduation Requirements 

2. Provide and complete the following: 

a. Application for Admission  

b. Financial Plan Agreement  

c. Student Transcripts 

d. Letter of recommendation. 

3. Placement Test and Registration: Information must be completely filled out prior to the administrative interview. 

4. Interview: An interview will be scheduled for the student. After the interview, the student will be mailed a letter 

communicating the findings of the interview and testing. 

5. Transfer Students: Accepted transfer students should make an appointment with a counselor regarding the procedure 

for completing the admission process and transfer of records. Transfer students will be required to take a placement 

exam in English and Math. 

FAITH LIFE 

Religion is the foundational strength of the whole educational system. The ultimate goal of our educators is to help lead our 

students to Christ. This is accomplished by instilling virtues and morals through religious education, the Sacraments, the Mass, and 

by supporting deep devotion of the Eucharist and the Blessed Virgin Mary. Our Blessed Mother, under the title of Mary, Our Lady 

of Wisdom, is honored as the patroness of our school. She is our true mother and helper, always there to listen, guide and protect. 

The day to day prayer life, such as prayers to open the school day and each class, and days of retreat and recollection, are conducive 

to instilling a religious spirit necessary for the total education of the young person. This relationship with God has, as its outcome, 
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an attitude of concern and respect for others, the poor, the suffering, and the helpless, both in our country and abroad. Providing 

opportunities for activities and experiences that help the young person turn outward toward others in loving service is integral 

to the fostering of a religious spirit. 

PARENT CONDUCT 

The purpose of MDCHS as a Catholic school is to partner with parents by assisting them in their role as primary educators of their 

children in the Catholic faith. Both Catholic and non-Catholic parents must support the school’s mission. MDCHS cannot 

accomplish its purpose when parents publicly engage in behavior, lifestyles or occupations that are contrary to Catholic moral 

teaching. Experience has shown that children who are enduring conflicts between the values of the school and of their parents 

may suffer embarrassment and ridicule by their peers. Consequently, MDCHS reserves the right to withhold or withdraw 

enrollment whenever these conflicts become evident. 

All parents and guardians who seek to enroll their children in MDCHS must understand that the school will remain faithful to the 

teachings of the Roman Catholic Church and will be steadfast in proclaiming them. The school leadership will not allow the school 

community to be disrupted by serving as a forum for contrary beliefs and agendas. When present on the school campus, adults 

have a responsibility to be positive role models, supporting the school’s mission, as well as Catholic Church teachings. 

PARENT RESPONSIBILITIES 

During the year, the school contacts parents concerning student progress reports and semester grades. Parents are requested to 

visit the school and receive grades during these meetings. Remember, parents are the primary educators of their children. You are 

an important part of the educational process at MDCHS. 

PARENT ASSOCIATION 

All parents or guardians of students enrolled at MDCHS are members of the Parent Association. The purpose of the association is 

to foster an atmosphere of Christian community in spiritual, academic, athletic, social and cultural matters. The MDCHS Parent 

Association serves as a communication link between parents and the school, and assists and supports various school programs.  

The Parent Association also sponsors other activities where families may offer service to the school. 

PARENT VOLUNTEER HOURS 

As per the MDCHS Financial Plan Agreement, every family is asked to fulfill twenty-five (25) volunteer services hours each school 

year. Many opportunities are provided throughout the school year for parents to complete their hours. Opportunities for service, 

including office assistant, volunteering at fund-raising or social events, (i.e., Back to School Night, Verbum Dei Luncheon, 

Grandparents Day, Walkathon) 

BOOSTER CLUB 
The Booster Club provides support to MDCHS athletics. Funds raised from the Booster Club are channeled into athletics at the 
direction of the school administration to support CIF and league banners, CIF playoff fees and patches, team awards and other 
athletic items. 

THE MDCHS CRUSADER ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

The Alumni Association has been established to maintain a lasting relationship between graduates and the school. Our students 

will network with the alums following graduation. All students who have graduated from MDCHS are encouraged to become 

active in the Crusader Alumni Association. 

BUCKLEY AMENDMENT (FERPA) 

This school voluntarily complies with the provisions of the Buckley Amendment. Non-custodial parents will be given access to 

unofficial copies of student records and the staff will be available to discuss the student’s records unless a court order providing 

otherwise is filed with the school. Divorced parents must file a notarized copy of the custody section of the divorce decree with 

the principal; such a procedure would help to safeguard the rights of everyone in the family. If one parent does not want the other 

parent to receive the school’s communication materials, the school must have a court order on file in the Business Office from 

the one parent stating this request. 

CHILD ABUSE POLICY 
Mater Dei Catholic High School complies with the Child Abuse Policy prescribed by California State Law (Section 10802). Child 
Abuse includes physical injury which is inflicted on a child by other than accidental means, i.e., sexual exploitation, assault or child 
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neglect. Our concern is for abused children and their families. California State Law requires that known or suspected incidents of 
child abuse must be reported immediately. The CPS services is normally notified within 24 hours of the incident discovery. 

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION POLICY 

The Catholic Schools in the Diocese of San Diego, mindful of their mission to be witnesses to the love of Christ for all, admit 

students of any race, color and national and/or ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs and activities generally 

accorded or made available to students at the schools. The Catholic Schools in the Diocese of San Diego do not discriminate on 

the basis of race, color and national and/or ethnic origin, age, sex or disability in the administration of educational policies, 

scholarship and loan programs, and athletic and other school-administered programs. Likewise, the Catholic Schools in the 

Diocese of San Diego do not discriminate against any applicant for employment on the basis of sex, age, disability, race, color and 

national and/or ethnic origin. 

HARASSMENT POLICY 

“Harassment” is a form of misconduct that is not welcome; it is personally offensive and discriminatory. It includes any form of 

harassment directed at an individual or group, including sexual harassment. Harassment by a student, in any form, will not be 

tolerated. Expulsion from MDCHS is possible if any infraction concerning harassment of any kind is noted. 

SEXUAL HARASSMENT 

Any conduct of a sexual nature, when such conduct has the purpose or effect of substantially interfering with an individual’s 

performance, or creating an intimidating, hostile or offensive learning environment, shall not be tolerated. Any student perceiving 

such conduct should notify the Principal or Assistant Principals so that the complaint may be investigated, and appropriate corrective 

or disciplinary action may be taken. 

STUDENT/PARENT SUPPORT POLICY 

When a student enrolls in Mater Dei Catholic High School, his or her parents automatically agree to support the policies, traditions 

and programs of the school as outlined in the Parent/Student Handbook and other school policy documents. This understanding 

is formalized each year by the attached contract (page 1) signed by the parent/guardian and student. 

MONTHLY CALENDAR 

A monthly calendar is available on the school web site, www.materdeicatholic.org, which includes the most accurate and up-to-

date schedule of school events. 

BOOK & GYM LOCKERS 
Lockers should always be locked. MDCHS is NOT responsible for the loss or theft of school or personal property. Every student is 
assigned two locks that will be used throughout his/her career at Mater Dei. Replacement locks are $5. One lock is designated for 
the permanent locker throughout each academic year. The second lock is to be used only during P.E. class and removed after 
class for others to use. Athletes will be given a seasonal P.E. locker only during the athletic season, which is to be removed for the 
next seasonal sport. Issues with gym lockers should be reported to P.E. teacher or athletic team coach.  

Students sharing or changing lockers will receive a detention. Only Mater Dei issued locks are to be used and are the property of 
the school. Non-MD issued locks will be removed, and a detention will be given. Administration reserves the right to inspect 
lockers to ensure a drug and weapon free campus. Students will receive a detention for suggestive or obscene materials in lockers 
and are responsible for costs related to removing stickers, graffiti or any damage. Replacement locks and problems related to 
locks and lockers should be reported to the Assistant Principal for Student Safety and Discipline. All lockers must be emptied and 
cleaned by the last day of school or at the end of your athletic season. 

LOST AND FOUND 
Students are encouraged to mark their names on their sweaters, jackets, gym clothes, and other articles. Found items are taken 
to the ASB office where they can be reclaimed during lunch on Fridays only. 

CLEAN CAMPUS 

A clean campus is to be maintained at all times. The cooperation of each student is requested to help keep the campus clean and 

free of trash. No eating is allowed in school buildings. Specific exceptions may be made in advance for lunch meetings in classrooms. 

NO GUM CHEWING IS ALLOWED ON CAMPUS. 

LIBRARY/MEDIA CENTER: AQUINAS CENTER 

The library/media center is open each school day from 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Students are encouraged to use the library when 

it is not scheduled for a class. Students are charged a fine for overdue books. Students will follow all library rules and procedures 

http://www.materdeicatholic.org/
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posted in the Mater Dei Catholic Library. Eating and drinking, sitting on tables and making disruptive noises in the library are NOT 

considered appropriate behaviors, and WILL NOT be tolerated. 

AFTER SCHOOL POLICY 

1. Teachers are in classrooms for student assistance 15 minutes before and after the last bell. 

2. The Aquinas Center is open until 4:00 p.m. for student use. 

RULES FOR DISASTER PREPAREDNESS 

In the event that a major disaster occurs during school hours, students will be kept on campus until a parent or designee can pick 

them up. The school will follow the procedures outlined below: 

1. All students will be evacuated to the utility field when it is safe to do so. 

2. First aid will be administered as needed. 

3. The main entrance/exit will be opened for emergency vehicles only. 

4. Parents are to report to the Birch Road entrance of the school in order to pick up their son/ daughter. A team of teachers 

will meet parents at that location and check identification. Please carry a picture ID with you. Students will be released to 

persons designated on their earthquake emergency release form. 

5. All students have a disaster survival kit on campus. 

FIRE DRILLS 

Fire Drills are necessary for the safety of the students and faculty. Everyone should know the specified directions for reaching a 

point of safety. Fire drill information and evacuation routes are posted in every room and office on campus. 

1. Students will follow designated evacuation routes. The students will proceed quietly to the designated areas. 

2. The teacher will be the last to leave the room and should take keys and grade book to the field. The teacher will remain 

with the class at all times. 

3. Only the teacher will take attendance upon reaching the designated area. The attendance sheet will be collected at that 

time. 

4. The students will remain quiet, so that directions can be given and received. 

5. When the “all-clear” bell is sounded, students will return to class in the same orderly fashion. 

Fire drills are very important and are serious exercises which may save lives. Everyone is expected to follow directions and remain 

silent. 

LOCK DOWN PROCEDURE  

PHASE ONE: Lock down will be called over the PA and/or the sirens will ring. At this time, teachers are to direct their students to 

duck and cover in the room under desks or tables. Keep students away from the windows and lock your doors. 

PHASE TWO: All students and teachers are to remain in classrooms until the President, Principal or Assistant Principals direct 

them to evacuate via PA or siren outside. When evacuating, proceed directly to evacuation site. If we are unable to convene at 

the evacuation site, stay in the parking lot closest to the school. 

MEDICAL RECORDS/REQUIRED IMMUNIZATIONS 

Mater Dei Catholic High School requires that all incoming freshmen and transfer students complete a medical file before 

admission to classes. The file includes a record of a physical exam, emergency information/health history, and verification of 

immunizations. A complete physical exam must be completed by a qualified physician giving approval every 12 months for 

participation in the school’s physical education program and extra-curricular activities. The physical exam must be repeated each 

year for the student who is involved in interscholastic sports. All new students entering Mater Dei Catholic must be fully 

immunized according to the requirements set forth by the State of California. California School Immunization Records forwarded 

to Mater Dei Catholic from the student’s previous school are acceptable for immunization clearance. Students without proper 

immunization are not admitted to class until the immunizations are completed. Important:  All medical forms are due by the 1st 

of July. 

MEDICATION 

No student is allowed to have any medication of any kind on his/her person. All medication is to be given to the attendance 

clerk at the beginning of the school day along with release form from parent for Over the Counter Medication or physician for Prescription 
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Medication Release. The clerk will dispense it according to your parent/physician’s request. No medication will be dispensed by the 

school without parental authorization. Mater Dei Catholic High School does not distribute over the counter medication to 

students unless provided by the parents along with release form giving authorization. Requests for medication may not be made 

during class time. 

MARRIAGE AND PREGNANCY 

A primary purpose of Catholic education is to guide our students’ growth in Christian values and moral conduct. Premarital sexual 

activity is contrary to Catho l i c  values. However, when a pregnancy occurs outside of marriage, the total school community 

should seek to offer support to the pregnant student and to the father if he is a student so that the pregnancy can be brought to 

term. The parents have accepted the responsibility of b r i n g i n g  a new human life into the world.  

1. The President and Principal, in consultation with the Director of Schools, shall review all aspects of each case and make 

a determination based upon its unique circumstances. 

2. After the birth of the child, if the student(s) desires to return to Mater Dei Catholic, they must agree to the following 

stipulations: 

a. Provide authorization from a physician on the capability to return.  

b. Provide authorization from a counselor/psychiatrist to allow return. 

c. Provide acknowledgement from pastor regarding counseling provided.  

d. Refrain from bringing the child on campus at any time. 
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CURRICULUM AND ACADEMIC POLICIES 

MDCHS provides a curriculum in which students can investigate a broad educational spectrum. Students are required to take a 

full load of seven courses per semester. Required and elective course offerings come from the following areas: Theology, English, 

Mathematics, Social Science, Science, World Language, Physical Education, Visual and Performing Arts, Speech. 

BELL SCHEDULE  2018-2019 

 

  

      Monday – Thursday (1-3, w/ 7th) 

Block 1/3 8:00 - 9:25 85 min 

Break 9:25 - 9:40 15 min 

Block 2 9:45 - 11:12 87 min 

Block 7 11:20 - 12:30 70 min 

Lunch 12:30 – 1:00 30 min 

Block 3/1 1:05 - 2:30 85 min 

 

 

 

        FRIDAY – Late Start (1-3, no 7th) 

Block 1/3 9:15 - 10:40 85 min 

Break 10:40 - 10:55 15 min 

Block 2 11:00 - 12:28 88 min 

Lunch 12:28 – 1:00 32 min 

Block 3/1 1:05 - 2:30 85 min 

 

 

 

   FRIDAY Rally – Late Start (1-3, no 7th) 

Block 1/3 9:15 - 10:30 75 min 

Break 10:30 - 10:45 15 min 

Block 2 10:50 - 12:08 78 min 

Rally 12:15 – 12:40 30 min 

Lunch 12:40 – 1:10 30 min 

Block 3/1 1:15 - 2:30 75 min 

 

 

 

   

Monday – Thursday (4-6, w/ 7th) 

Block 4/6 8:00 - 9:25 85 min 

Break 9:25 - 9:40 15 min 

Block 5 9:45 - 11:12 87 min 

Block 7 11:20 - 12:30 70 min 

Lunch 12:30 – 1:00 30 min 

Block 6/4 1:05 - 2:30 85 min 

 

 

 

       FRIDAY – Late Start (4-6, no 7th) 

Block 4/6 9:15 - 10:40 85 min 

Break 10:40 - 10:55 15 min 

Block 5 11:00 - 12:28 88 min 

Lunch 12:28 – 1:00 32 min 

Block 6/4 1:05 - 2:30 85 min 

 

 

 

  FRIDAY Rally – Late Start (4-6, no 7th) 

Block 4/6 9:15 - 10:30 75 min 

Break 10:30 - 10:45 15 min 

Block 5 10:50 - 12:08 78 min 

Rally 12:15 – 12:40 30 min 

Lunch 12:40 – 1:10 30 min 

Block 6/4 1:15 - 2:30 75 min 

   

 

*Blocks 1 and 3 will rotate 

 

*Blocks 4 and 6 will rotate 

 

*Blocks 4 and 6 will rotate 

 

*Blocks 1 and 3 will rotate 

 

*Blocks 4 and 6 will rotate 

 

*Blocks 1 and 3 will rotate 
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
University of California Requirements are necessary for graduation. *Starting with class of 2021 

Course   

(Each semester course equals 5 credits) 

Credits Needed 

to Graduate 

Theology 40  

English 40  

Mathematics 30  

Social Science 30  

Science 20  

World Language 20  

Physical Education 10  

Visual and Performing Arts 10  

Speech   5  

Academic & Technology Literacy 5  

Other Elective Courses 70  

Total Credits needed for Graduation 280  

 
1. Students must carry seven classes (35 units) and PASS each class they attempt. A student who receives an “F” grade receives 

no credit for that course. The student must make up the credits in summer school during the following summer. All courses 
must be repeated at MDCHS. Classes not offered at MDCHS must be approved by the counseling department. All science 
courses not offered at MDCHS must be approved by the science department and taken at a community college. 

2. Any students who have not fulfilled the requirements listed above will not receive his/her diploma.  

3. In order to be considered for Valedictorian or Salutatorian, the student must have attended MDCHS for at least three years 
and in that time frame, all classes must have been taken at MDCHS. Only classes taken at MDCHS beginning in freshman year 
through the fall of senior year will be calculated toward the Valedictorian and Salutatorian GPA’s. Credit can be granted for 
classes taken outside MDCHS or before freshman year, but those classes will NOT be included in Valedictorian and Salutatorian 
GPA calculation. 

4. Students enrolled in Mater Dei Catholic MUST attend summer school for purposes of making up an “F” grade. Summer school 
classes not taken at Mater Dei Catholic MUST be approved by a Mater Dei Catholic counselor prior to enrollment in order for 
credit to be valid. 

5. A grade of “D” is unacceptable for colleges and universities. 

6. The eight-semester Theology requirement does include the Christian Service component. This component is implemented through 
the Theology department. 100 hours must be completed for graduation. Students must fulfill 25 hours of service per year. A written 
component is assigned to select Theology classes. Christian Service is factored into the academic grade for those select classes. 

7. Successful completion of Passion Project. 

8. Passing the Analytical Writing Program (AWP) Competency Exam. 

9. Physical Education:  Consideration may be given to students with special scheduling needs. 

ANALYTICAL WRITING PROGRAM (AWP) – COMPETENCY EXAM 

All sophomores (10th graders) are required to take and pass the AWP Competency Exam, which is administered to all English 2 

students near the end of the second semester. The exam consists of a prompt to which students must respond in AWP format. 

Students who do not pass the exam must retake it on final exam make up day.  

If a student fails the AWP Competency Exam, but passes English 2, he/she will only have to take and pass a writing intensive 

course for a minimum of the first semester of junior year. If a student fails both English 2 and the AWP Competency Exam, he/she 

will have to re-take and pass English 2. Academic grades for English 2 will remain separate from the AWP Competency Exam. 

Thus, performance on the exam will not affect the English 2 grade. 

FAILURES 

Any student who fails a course(s) and wishes to return to Mater Dei Catholic the following September must make up all credits lost 

due to these failures before he/she is reinstated. Failure to do so will result in academic probation. A student must take and pass 

a minimum of thirty-five units of credit each semester while in attendance at Mater Dei Catholic. 
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GRADES 

All grades for each semester are cumulative; that is, the work of each six weeks is counted into the overall average grade of the 

semester. Semester examinations are required for all students at MDCHS, and they constitute a percentage of the semester grade. 

The grades issued on the report card have the following meanings: 

“A” Work is excellent. Student consistently demonstrates exceptional understanding of course materials and assumes 

responsibility for the completion of more than the assigned work. The student shows an ability to integrate classroom 

learning with other areas of knowledge. 

“B” Work is above-average. Student shows an above-average grasp of course material and is able to draw insights beyond 

understanding of factual information alone. This grade shows that a student is a regular contributor to classroom discussion 

and completes written assignments with more than average skills of interpretation. 

“C” Work is average. Student’s test performance indicates an understanding of the course material. Work is completed 

regularly and on time and demonstrates a grasp of basic concepts and their application. Student contributes occasionally 

to classroom discussion. 

“D” Work is below-average. Test scores indicate less than adequate understanding of course materials. Written and oral 

performance reveals a need for additional help and/or study skills. Colleges and universities do not accept a “D” grade. 

“F” Work is below passing. Student is demonstrating an insufficient level of learning to pass the course. This grade indicates 

that the student has not fulfilled the minimum requirements of the course. A conference with the student’s teacher and 

counselor is strongly recommended. No credit is earned. For “D” and “F” work, there should be a counseling appointment 

scheduled. These grades are not acceptable for college or university admission. Colleges and universities require a grade 

of “C” or higher. 

“I” Incomplete. An incomplete is a temporary grade which is given when unavoidable absences prevent a student from 

finishing course work before the semester ends. This grade is not given to those who delayed in meeting course 

requirements. An incomplete must be made up within two weeks after the last day of the grading period or the grade 

automatically becomes an “F.”  Exceptions are cleared through the Principal. 

  

GRADES A 

100-94 

A- 

93-90 

B+ 

89-87 

B 

86-83 

 B- 

82-80 

C+ 

79-77 

C 

76-73 

C- 

72-70 

 D+ 

69-67 

D 

66-63 

D- 

62-60 

F 

59-0 

 

ACADEMIC MARKS CODE DESCRIPTION:  
A=Excellent, B=Above Average, C=Average, CR=Credit, D= Below Average, F=Failing, I=Incomplete, NC=No Credit, NM=No Mark, 
P=Passing, W=Withdrew 

GRADE POINT AVERAGE (GPA) 
The cumulative Grade Point Average that appears on the semester report card is the average of all work by the student for the 
entire time he/she is at Mater Dei Catholic. The cumulative grade point average is based on grades received in ninth through 
twelfth grades. This grade point average is based on weighted grades. 

A = 4.0  B+   = 3.25  B-    = 2.75  C  = 2.0  D+ = 1.25  D- = .75 

A- = 3.75  B        = 3.0  C+  = 2.25  C-  = 1.75  D = 1. .0  F = 0 
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CITIZENSHIP/COMMENT CODES  
Citizenship:   

          O=Outstanding, G=Good, S=Satisfactory, N=Needs Improvement, U=Unsatisfactory 

Comments:  

A=participates well in class  

B=has excellent writing skills  

C=exhibits leadership qualities  

D=is a pleasure to have in class  

E=is improving in this course  

F=works below apparent ability 

G=does not participate well in class  

H=needs to improve writing skills  

I=absences/tardies/lockout affect grade 

J=fails to complete homework/missed work  

K=inconsistent performance 

L=demonstrates great effort 

M=does not pay attention in class  

N=study habits need improvement  

O=has low test/quiz scores 

P=caught cheating on test/quiz/homework paper 

Q=disturbs class at times 

R=MDCHS after-school tutoring 
recommended 

S=has not met service hours requirement 

U=English not spoken in class 

T=portfolio affects grade  

V=does not complete required reading 

W=Meets course expectations 

X=Inappropriate use of technology 

Y=Uses technology well 

GRADE WEIGHTING 
MDCHS has two levels of courses according to content and ability level. A distinction is made in assigning quality points for  
Advanced Placement Courses and Honors Courses: A=5.0, B=4.0, C=3.0, D=1.0, F=0. 

SEMESTER EXAMS 
Each semester, a special schedule is set up for the administering of exams in each academic subject. Approximately 15-25 percent 
of the semester grade is based upon these comprehensive exams. A student may not take or ask to take exams outside of the 
scheduled time. Exams may not be given prior to the date of the assigned exam. Failure to take any semester exam will result in 
a loss of credit or reduction in grade for that exam. A physician’s letter is required to make up a semester exam if the exam was 
missed because of illness. A student has two weeks to make up a semester exam in the event of illness, etc. All Students are to 
be in regular dress uniform during final exams, including make-up exams.  

Times of 1st Final Exams:   1= 8:45 am - 10:20 am;   2= 10:45 am - 12:20 pm  

Times of 2nd Final Exams:  1= 8:45 am - 10:20 am;   2= 10:45 am - 12:20 pm 

SCHOOLOGY 

Mater Dei Catholic subscribes to Schoology, an online Learning Management System which will allow students and parents to 

securely view grades online. 

PROGRESS REPORTS/REPORT CARDS 

Progress reports are an evaluation of the work completed during the grading period.   At the end of six weeks, a grade for the 

grading period will be sent home. This six-week grade will help determine eligibility, as well as academic performance. Progress 

report grades are not a part of the official transcript. The report card at the end of the semester indicates the official transcript 

grade for a course. 

NATIONAL TEST DAY (OCTOBER) 

All grades will take the Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test (PSAT). Parents may request information from the counseling office 

concerning educational evaluations. 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT COURSES AND PROGRAM GUIDELINES 

Advanced Placement is a program of college-level courses and exams offered for secondary students in American high schools for 

potential college/university credit.  

Please see the Curriculum Guide for the classes offered and requirements. Students admitted to these college-level courses must: 

1. Take the National AP Exam in May; 
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2. Pay the National Exam Fee prior to the end of the first grading period; 

3. Take the regular school final exam, in addition to the required National Exam in May. 

Please Note: Failure to pay the fee by the deadline will result in removal of that particular course. 

ACADEMY OF SCIENCE 
Mater Dei Catholic High School’s (MDCHS) Academy of Science provides an exemplary science learning experience in two ways. 
First, the Academy engages students in practical and theoretical science through partnerships with the County of San Diego 
STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts and mathematics) community. Second, the Academy challenges students with a 
rigorous academic program, while fostering a culture of innovation based on leadership, social justice and serving our global 
community. 

Requirements: Please refer to the Curriculum Guide posted on the MDCHS website. 

AQUINAS CENTER 
The Aquinas Center provides targeted academic support for students with mild to moderate disabilities and learning challenges. 
The program was developed to provide differentiated instruction and support to meet the diverse learning needs of all students. 
Those enrolled in Study Skill courses will develop essential academic and self-management strategies such as: study skills, time-
management, organization, self-advocacy and effective communication. Through designated class time and the implementation 
of individualized academic strategies, students are able to partake in all UC approved courses. Students do not have to be enrolled 
in Study Skills courses to receive academic accommodations, however, qualifying disability documentation is required for 
enrollment. 

LANGUAGE ACADEMY 
The Language Academy provides additional instruction and support for students who are English language learners or who lack 
full academic proficiency as measured by HSPT and/or other evaluations performed by school 
staff. Coursework through the Academy is mandatory for any student in his/her first year in a U.S. school, or for students who 
lack English proficiency-based on these evaluations. The program was developed to assist students in 
achieving the academic English necessary for success in a college preparatory high school environment. Students will gain 
proficiency in English skills and competencies, as well as receive additional academic support.  

HONOR ROLL 
An Honor Roll is published at the end of each semester. First honors require that a student have a G.P.A. of 3.8 or above, second 
honors requires that a student have a G.P.A. of 3.50 to 3.79. 

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY (NHS)/CALIFORNIA SCHOLARSHIP FEDERATION (CSF) 
The highest honor MDCHS can bestow on any student is membership in the National Honor Society and the California Scholarship 
Federation. By selectively awarding its students’ membership in these nationally acclaimed organizations, Mater Dei Catholic 
recognizes outstanding scholarship, leadership, character and exceptional service to the school. 

CRUSADER AWARD CEREMONY 
The annual presentation of awards is an opportunity for faculty, administration and parents to recognize outstanding students 
who excel in academics and in school activities during the year. The following is a partial listing of awards presented to students. 

1.  Academic Excellence awards are presented to freshmen, sophomores, juniors and seniors who have a cumulative G.P.A. 
of 4.0 or higher. Academic First Honors awards are presented to freshmen, sophomores, juniors and seniors who have a 
Cumulative G.P.A. of 3.8-3.99. 

2. Scholarships, leadership and community awards are presented annually to outstanding students. 

3. Department awards are given by course. These awards are based solely on grade point averages for those specific classes. 

4. The Mater Dei Catholic Crusader and Lady Crusader awards are presented to the most outstanding all-around students. 
The Crusader is the award presented to the male student and The Lady Crusader Award is presented to the female 
student. 

5. Awards are also presented to the Male and Female Student-Athlete of the year. 

TRANSCRIPTS 
A transcript is the official record of a student’s semester grades, standardized test scores and other records. Transcript requests 
are made to the registrar’s office. Transcripts and/or Diplomas are not released until all financial and contractual obligations are 
met. All student records are the property of Mater Dei Catholic High School. Mater Dei Catholic respects the federal legislation 
regarding the Confidentiality of Records. The student or parent/guardian may request copies of the permanent record. Any 
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request for a transcript from the school registrar must be in writing. Requests need to be submitted twenty-four (24) hours in 
advance of request date. The first copy is free, and additional copies will cost $10.00 per copy. 

STUDENT WITHDRAWAL 
If parent(s) decide to withdraw their son/daughter from Mater Dei Catholic High School prior to the end of the school year, the 
procedure is as follows: 

1. Contact the Business Office and provide a letter explaining the reason for withdrawal to the Principal, Business Office 

and Registrar. 

2. Clear all financial obligations. 

3. Submit all books and electronic devices provided by the school to the library and digital lounge and clear lockers with 

Assistant Principal of Student Safety & Discipline. 

4. Submit all athletic uniforms to the corresponding coach. 

5. Inform Counseling/Registrar the school address for transcripts to be forwarded. 

STUDENT SCHEDULE CHANGES 

Students may change their schedule only during the first week of the semester with teacher and parent approval. A one-year course 

may be dropped at the semester point only with teacher, counselor, and parental permission. 

TRANSFER CREDITS 

Mater Dei Catholic High School does not accept credits from extension courses, evening schools or outside summer schools unless 

permission is given prior to enrollment in these courses. Permission is obtained from the Principal and/or Counseling Department. 

Permission forms are available in the Counseling office. 

ACADEMIC HONESTY AND INTEGRITY 

Mater Dei Catholic High School believes that academic integrity is closely allied to the development of self-esteem. A student 

demonstrates academic integrity when he or she produces original work, when tests and exams are completed without cheating, 

when homework is completed, or when another’s idea is acknowledged by identifying author and source. There are many 

challenges in all areas of academic performance for the student to do his or her best work. It should be realized that individual 

talents may not allow each student to excel in all areas of study. To take pride in one’s work, to stretch one’s mind, to accomplish 

and to feel that something worth doing, is worth doing well is the goal of each student. Any breach of honesty is not acceptable. 

Above all, MDCHS expects its students to see that honest effort is commendable. At MDCHS, cheating in any form is not acceptable. 

Parents should support this position. Mater Dei Catholic asks its teachers to be most vigilant in establishing a testing environment 

that eliminates the possibility of cheating and to be most careful in their evaluation of written work. 

Students at Mater Dei Catholic High School should pursue their education with honesty and integrity. A student’s work and 

achievement should be the result of his or her own efforts. The following examples of academic dishonesty are not permitted and 

may result in a loss of credit for any specific assignment: 

• Copying another student’s homework 

• Cheating on quizzes or tests 

• Plagiarism 

For more on this topic go to: http://www.plagiarism.org/plagiarism-101/what-is-plagiarism 

Since honesty and integrity are extremely important values for Christians, these are values that all Mater Dei Catholic High School 

students are expected to uphold. Any student cheating on any quiz, exam or other work will receive no credit on that exam or 

work. If the exam is a period exam, semester final, or a major paper, the teacher may also fail that student for the period or semester, 

and the student may be expelled. Students involved in cheating shall be ineligible to receiving honors during the same semester 

when the cheating occurred. Honors includes honor roll status, CSF, membership in the National Honor Society, being 

Valedictorian or Salutatorian, and any other school-wide honor that may have been a possibility. Students involved in a serious 

cheating episode such as on an AP National Exam, semester finals, major papers, or cases involving a second cheating episode, 

may be considered for expulsion. Such students shall not be given a recommendation from Mater Dei Catholic to any college or 

university. 

HOMEWORK AND STUDYING TIME 

Most classes assign homework every night. The amount of HW, and the time it takes to complete it may vary nightly.  

http://www.plagiarism.org/plagiarism-101/what-is-plagiarism


Mater Dei Catholic High School Student Handbook 2018-19 
 
 

21 

 

TURNITIN.COM 

Mater Dei Catholic is using a plagiarism prevention service from TurnItIn.com. Teachers will discuss the logistics of how students 

are to use the service at the beginning of the school year. Please review this section carefully in the teacher’s syllabi. 

VACATIONS TAKEN ON SCHOOL TIME 

Parents must avoid scheduling family trips or vacations that would require their son or daughter to miss school or final exams. 

Make-up work for days missed is never the same as presence in class. If parents wish to take their son or daughter on a vacation 

outside of the regular school holidays, those parents must write a letter at least one week in advance, stating the reason to the 

Dean of Students. If a parent requests more than one week, the request must be granted by the Principal. Normally, these 

requests will not be granted. On rare occasions, the Administration may grant an excused absence based on the reason for the 

absence, the student’s academic and attendance record and the approval of all teachers. If a student is academically ineligible, the 

request is automatically denied. If the absence is excused, the student may complete the work. Unexcused absences may result 

in failing grades. 

ACADEMIC INELIGIBILITY  

Participation in extra-curricular activities is a privilege. Academically ineligible students may not hold office or campaign for 

office in student government or participate in any extra-curricular activities including athletics. Academic ineligibility does not 

pertain to school events such as dances and attendance at athletic events. 

ACADEMIC REVIEW BOARD 

The Academic Review Board (ARB) consists of five current MDCHS faculty members and is facilitated by the Assistant Principal for 

Curriculum and Instruction. The ARB will convene at the end of each semester to review the progress of every student who has 

been on Academic Probation for at least two consecutive semesters, or any student whose Total Weighted Cumulative GPA is below 

1.7. The ARB will then make recommendations to the Principal to retain or dismiss these students. 

ACADEMIC DISMISSAL 
In the following cases, a student is subject to academic dismissal: 

1. Student is on academic probation and does not raise his/her G.P.A. above 2.0  

2. Student has not satisfied the summer school requirements for admission or readmission. 

3. Student has not met academic requirements to make up an “F” grade. 

4. Ninth grade students with two (2) or more F’s at the end of the first year, must attend summer school. Failure to do so may 

result in not being allowed to return for their sophomore (2nd) year. 

PROCEDURE FOR PROBLEM RESOLUTION-PRINCIPLE OF SUBSIDIARY 

If a problem arises, or a parent has a concern about discipline, academics or other aspects of school life, the parents should speak 

directly with the person involved. The purpose of the “principle of subsidiary” is to secure, at the lowest possible level, equitable 

solutions to problems which may arise affecting the welfare of the students, teachers or parents. 

A parent-teacher conference should always be one of the first steps of this procedure. If an agreeable solution cannot be reached 

at this level, a conference may be arranged including the Assistant Principal of Student Safety and Discipline or the Principal. These 

procedures will be kept as informal and confidential as may be appropriate in order to facilitate reconciliation, communication, 

and the strengthening of the school community. If the problem still remains unsolved, the Principal and/or President may make 

a resolution as he/she deems appropriate. 
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STUDENT EXPECTATIONS AND DISCIPLINE 
Discipline provides moral guidance within the framework of the teachings of the Catholic Church and growth in self-discipline 
based upon Christian values. Reverence for others and respect for property are important student attributes. The common good 
of the school requires conduct conducive to the fulfillment of spiritual, academic and social goals, as well as the preservation of 
good order. The school administration accepts the primary responsibility for the welfare and safety of all students. The 
administration maintains the authority to make discretionary and final judgments regarding the behavior code of Mater Dei 
Catholic High School. Upon acceptance at Mater Dei Catholic, parents and students agree to uphold all school rules and 
regulations when they sign the enrollment contract and Parent/Student Handbook signature slip on page 1.  

DISCIPLINARY CONSEQUENCES 
DETENTION - A detention is a disciplinary action issued by any member of the faculty to a student violating school behavior policy. 
Examples would be students showing disrespect to another student or member of the faculty or behavior deemed inappropriate. 
The administration will determine consequences for students receiving four or more detentions within a semester. Detention is 
held after school on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2:45-3:30. If a student fails to serve detention within a week from the issue 
date, then a second detention is required to be served. For example, if a student receives a detention on a Wednesday, the 
student will have to serve it on the following day (Thursday) or Tuesday of the next week. A student receiving a detention on a 
Thursday needs to serve it that same day or the following Tuesday only.  

SUSPENSION - Suspension is the temporary removal from classes. In school or out-of-school suspension will be issued at the 
discretion of administration depending on the infraction. Suspension means that a student is to remain away from classes for a 
defined period. Parents are always informed by letter and call. A conference may be held with the student, parents, and Assistant 
Principal for Student Safety and Discipline depending on severity of behavior. Students suspended three times in a year for any 
reason(s) may face dismissal and/ or non-admittance for the upcoming school year. 

DISMISSAL - Dismissal is the permanent removal from school. Dismissal from school will be issued at the discretion of 
administration after evaluating recommendation from the Discipline Review Board. Students may be dismissed for any serious 
infraction or an accumulation of less serious infractions. The student and parents are formally notified of this action in writing. 
Students who are dismissed are not eligible to attend class during the period of Due Process Proceedings. Appeal of dismissal 
procedure may be in the form of a letter addressed to the Principal. Dismissed students may not attend any MDCHS campus 
activity or function. 

PROBABLE CAUSE FOR DISMISSAL 
1. Anyone possessing a weapon on or near school property will be held (detained) and police called. Penal Code 626.9. 

2. Possessing or distributing drugs, alcohol on or near school property. Health Code 11350-54. Drug detection dogs are 
utilized at various times during the school year.  

3. Anyone found to be under the influence of drugs/alcohol on or near the school property will be detained and police 
called. Health Code 11365V and VII. Drug testing will be required for students violating this policy if student is allowed 
to continue at Mater Dei. 

4. Posting of any faculty/staff member’s photograph on social media or any similar site. Criminal charges may ensue. 

5. Any student deemed by the administration to be a possible threat to him/herself or to others. 

DISCIPLINARY REVIEW BOARD (DRB) PROCEDURES 
If a student is continually uncooperative or if a student commits a serious offense, he/she is brought to the Disciplinary Review 
Board for a hearing. The Board consists of a counselor, four teachers and the Assistant Principal for Discipline and Safety, who 
will facilitate the process. The Board hears the testimony from the student and the witnesses. The parent(s) or guardian(s) may 
be required to attend. The Board may ask to see both the Academic and Disciplinary records of the student. The Board may 
question the student/parent and any witnesses.  

The Board can suggest to the Principal the following consequences: 

1. Ineligibility from co-curricular school activities 

2. Detention 

3. Counseling 

4. Disciplinary Probation 

5. Community Service 

6. Suspension 

7. Dismissal 

Students may receive any combination of the above consequences. 
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NOTE: The decision of the Disciplinary Review Board will not be rendered until the day following the hearing and after notification 
of the Principal concerning the decision. 

EXPECTATIONS & RULES 
Mater Dei Catholic High School students are expected to always be courteous and respectful. Mutual respect is expected among 
students, teachers and parents. Mater Dei Catholic High School students are expected to observe the following rules of conduct: 

1. Courtesy towards other students and staff is always expected. Students may not violate others rights to learn at any 
time. Under no circumstances will insolence, quarrelsome argumentation or insubordination (deliberate refusal to obey 
a reasonable request made by school personnel), or similar misconduct be tolerated. Such behavior may result in a 
suspension by discretion of administration. Verbal abuse or any form of harassment towards faculty or staff, will result 
in a suspension or possible dismissal. This is to be determined by the Assistant Principal for Student Safety and Discipline, 
Discipline Review Board, or Principal. Any physical abuse towards faculty or staff will result in dismissal and police 
notification. Penal Code #241.2. 

2. Anyone possessing, distributing, using or under the influence of alcohol, drugs (including non-prescribed drug), (e) 
cigarettes and vape pens on campus, near school or at any school related event will be held and released to their parents 
and may also be subject to disciplinary action and/or notification of legal authorities. No incendiary devices are allowed 
like lighters or matches. 

3. Any fighting or physical altercations may result in a minimum three (3) day suspension or dismissal in addition to 
adherence of the Diocesan Policy/Procedure regarding threats and altercations. A second offense is grounds for 
expulsion. (See Threat Policy) Horseplay of any type is not permitted as It can lead to serious injury or possible 
altercations. 

4. Hazing/bullying/prejudicial behavior on campus, through social media or in any other form is never permitted and may 
result in suspension or dismissal. 

 5. Any student involved in stealing, vandalism, writing on desks or walls, graffiti, tagging, removal or defacing of school or 
personal property will be required to make full restitution. The student may be suspended or expelled. Penal Code 594, 
594.1 & 640.6. 

 6. Any form of gambling is not permitted. Students who violate this rule are assigned to detention or are suspended.  

 7. Students who falsify excuse slips or notes, records or any school documents may be suspended or dismissed. Possession 
of obscene, pornographic or subversive materials will result in disciplinary action and will not be tolerated. SDMC#56.05 
and Penal Code 332.  

 8. Skateboards, bikes, skates, scooters, and roller blades must be locked up and not ridden on campus. 

 9. Students are not to leave backpacks, purses, textbooks or any other personal property unattended on campus nor are 
students to go through any other student’s personal property at any time. 

10. Students may not enter any room on campus without adult supervision. 

11. No food or drink (besides water) may be brought into any classroom or gymnasium at any time, except when authorized 
by class teacher or administrator. Gum, food and drinks must be discarded before entering classrooms, gym, football 
field playing surface, and the office. 

12. Except in an emergency, students are not admitted to the Attendance Office without a Hall Pass. 

13. Each student is issued a student ID card. Students are required to have their cards in their possession at all times.   

14. Chaperone instructions at a school event or dance must be followed. A student causing a disturbance may be asked to 
leave. Parents may be called to take the student home. 

15. Elevators are only to be used by those with permission. Any student caught using a school elevator without permission 
will face disciplinary consequence(s). 

ATTENDANCE 
Academic performance at school is directly related to the regular attendance of every student. Any work missed because of 
excused or unexcused absences must be completed. Any student absent more than one-half of the school day may not participate 
in or attend a school event or athletic contest held that same day, unless given permission by the Assistant Principal for Student 
Safety and Discipline. Students should be seated and ready for work by the time the bell rings to begin class.  
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ABSENCE PROCEDURE 
 An absence is defined as any student missing more than 40 minutes of any class. A parent or guardian must phone the Attendance 
Clerk or School Office on the day of the absence between 7:30am and 9am. If there is no notification from the parent/guardian, 
the absence is unexcused and is considered truancy. Please notify the attendance office as soon as possible if your student needs 
to leave school prior to dismissal for an excused absence such as a medical appointment, funeral, illness or college visit.  

OFF CAMPUS PROCEDURE - Students may not leave the school campus during school hours without an off-campus permit from 
the attendance office. Failure to follow this policy may result in suspension, as this action may be considered truant from school. 
Students who need to leave campus for an appointment must present an explanatory note from a guardian/parent to the 
attendance office by 7:45am on the same day that the student has the appointment. In the event the student is too ill to continue 
classes, the attendance office will contact the parent/guardian to take the student home. 

EXTENDED ABSENCES - The Assistant Principal for Student Safety and Discipline should be contacted for explanation of special 
circumstances for approval of extended absence. A note explaining the absence, written and signed by the parent/guardian or 
doctor/dentist must be brought to the Attendance Office by 7:45am the day that the student returns to school. A doctor’s note 
is required for an illness of three or more days. Student should contact their teachers or find posted assignments on Schoology 
to make up class work at discretion of teacher. 

ATTENDANCE CONSEQUENCES 
EXCUSED MORNING TARDY – All entrance gates close at 7:55 a.m. All entries throughout the day will be through the De Paul 
Center. Students are allowed three excused morning tardies per semester with parent notification by 9am. Student will serve 
lunch detention on 4th excused or unexcused morning tardy until the end of the semester, when all tardies revert to zero.  

UNEXCUSED MORNING TARDY – Arriving to school after class begins will result in serving lunch detention. All entrance gates 
close at 7:55 a.m. All entries throughout the day will be through the De Paul Center. Unexcused students who are tardy to the 
first class will serve a 20-minute lunch detention the same day. Students will report to the Lecture Hall within 5 minutes after the 
lunch bell rings. Students late to lunch detention will not be admitted and will be required to serve lunch detention the following 
day and an after-school detention within a week. Students will be allowed to eat their lunch or buy lunch the last 10 minutes of 
lunch. Administrative phone call will be made on the 4th tardy and the student will serve after school detentions after each 
subsequent tardy. Administration will have disciplinary discretion on 6th tardy.  Tardy infractions will revert to zero at the end of 
the semester.   

TARDY BETWEEN CLASSES – Tardy is not being in your chair when class begins. Students will serve after school detention on their 
fourth tardy and for each subsequent tardy. Parents will be notified on 6th tardy and the student will serve in school suspension 
on the 8th excused or unexcused tardy. An unsatisfactory (“U”) will be given on 8th tardy per class. Two U’s in a six-week grading 
period will result in ineligibility until grades are posted for next grading period.  

TRUANCY – Truancy is not being in your chair within 5 minutes after class begins. Truant students will be issued a detention. Any 
student missing more than 40 minutes of any class unexcused will serve an in-school suspension.  

EXCESSIVE ABSENCES - When a student receives his/her 8th excused and/or unexcused absence for a class in a semester, the 
student’s grade may be lowered at the discretion of the teacher. Credit may not be granted, or a grade of F may result. 
Extraordinary circumstances will be reviewed by the Administration. 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
1. A student may be excused from participation in Physical Education classes due to illness/ injury for one day with a written 

notice from a parent/guardian. If a student needs to be excused for two days or longer, he/she must bring a physician’s 
note or have a note from the attendance office. 

2. When a student needs to be excused from participation in Physical Education for more than a month, credit can be 
awarded, based on teacher’s evaluation of the student’s participation to date. 

 

  



Mater Dei Catholic High School Student Handbook 2018-19 
 
 

25 

 

CAMPUS PROCEDURES 

HALL PASSES 
Students may not be out of class during class time without a Hall Pass issued by the teacher in charge of the student during that 
time. Students are discouraged from leaving class for any reason during the regular class period. If a student is detained by a 
teacher, he/she must obtain a written notice from the teacher to carry to the next class. 

STUDENT PARKING  
All students driving to school must park in student designated parking lots only. Every vehicle driven to school by student must 
be registered online. Students may not access their cars during school hours and will be considered truant if they are in the parking 
lot without administrative permission. 

Students may park in the designated student parking area only. The speed limit is 5 M.P.H. Driving recklessly and/or the playing 
of loud music is subject to disciplinary action. The school is not responsible for any damage or loss of any vehicles or their contents, 
and disclaims all liability in cases of violation of the above. Verification of a driver’s license and proof of insurance must be 
submitted to the Assistant Principal of Student Safety & Discipline. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
It is not the responsibility of MDCHS to monitor what students place on social media or blog sites. Information brought to the 
attention of the administration, that confirms or identifies inappropriate activity/behavior, statements, or threats, directed 
towards MDCHS administration, faculty, staff, or student(s), will be dealt with and could result in suspension or expulsion and/or 
police notification. Students should be extremely cautious about placing personal information on these types of “easily 
accessible” sites. Administration reserves the right to access social media accounts with probable cause of violating school media 
policy.  

USE OF PHONES/ELECTRONIC DEVICES 
Phones or electronic devices are not to be seen, heard, or used in class without the teacher’s permission. Such devices may be 
used at break and lunch. MDCHS is not responsible for lost or stolen devices. Confiscated items can be reclaimed by 
parents/guardians from the Assistant Principal for Student Safety and Discipline. Cell phones can be used for emergencies in the 
main school office, but must be in the presence of a teacher, administrator or the attendance clerk. Administration reserves the 
right to access cell phones with probable cause violating school media policy. 

• 1st electronic device offense: Detention 

• 2nd electronic device offense: Detention, parent needs to pick up phone from Assistant Principal for Student Safety and 
Discipline.  

PUBLIC DISPLAYS OF AFFECTION - (PDA) 
Demonstrations of physical affection are NOT allowed on campus. A detention will be issued if a student fails to comply with the 
request. In addition to be assigned a detention, parents will be notified.  

OFF-CAMPUS BEHAVIOR 
Any off-campus misconduct or behavior deemed unrepresentative of our core values may result in disciplinary action or dismissal 
from the school. The administration reserves the right to hold students accountable for behavior or actions that harm the 
reputation of MDCHS and the Catholic Diocese of San Diego.  

DIOCESAN POLICY/PROCEDURE REGARDING STUDENT THREATS 
This policy will be reviewed periodically or as needed to accommodate changes, as the mental health professionals are continually 
addressing the area of risk assessment for violent or potentially violent behavior. 

1. All student threats to inflict any harm to self or others must be taken seriously. 

2. Whoever hears the threat should report it to the Assistant Principal immediately. 

3. Police should be notified immediately. 

4. The student should be kept under supervision until the police arrive. 

5. The parent/guardian of the student who has made the threat should be notified immediately. 

6. The parent/guardian of any student who has been verbally mentioned as potential victims or listed in writing as potential 
victim should be notified immediately. 
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7. The student should be suspended and not be considered for readmission to school unless and until the following steps 
have been completed. Parents’ permission and cooperation will be necessary. Please note: following these steps does 
not guarantee re-admission into MDCHS. Administration reserves the right to make the final determination about 
readmission. 

 Documentation from the mental health care professionals concerning any student are to be placed in a separate, 
confidential file and should not be a part of the student’s academic/disciplinary file. This documentation may be kept for 
a period of one year beyond the time when the child leaves the school as a result of expulsion, withdrawal by 
parent/guardian, graduation or non-readmission before being destroyed. 

 A). Counseling should be suggested to children who are victims of the threatening behavior or who observed the 
threatening behavior if it is determined that such counseling is needed, and parental permission is granted.  

 B). A comprehensive mental health evaluation/risk assessment must be conducted by psychiatrist or psychologist 
(Ph.D.). If a psychiatrist performs the primary evaluation, he/she shall determine the necessity to utilize a psychologist 
(Ph.D.) for psychological consultation and/or testing. If a psychologist (Ph.D.) performs the primary evaluation, he/she 
shall determine the need for psychiatric consultation. 

 C). The school may provide the mental health care professional (psychiatrist and/or Ph.D. psychologist), with the 
permission of the parents, all relevant facts, including but not limited to aggressive behavior, details of the threat as 
known to the principal, copies of any drawings or writings, disciplinary history of the student, behavioral concerns, and 
the names of any known victims or potential victims. 

 D). The student may not return to school until a written comprehensive, detailed evaluation and report and documented 
treatment plan from the mental health care professionals stating the basis (factual and risk factors and testing results) 
upon which he/she determined that the student is not/does not pose a danger to self or others. The report shall also 
address the concerns raised by the school to the mental health care professional. The evaluation and report  shall be 
made available to the school who will share them with the legal and/or mental health care consultants and 
administration assisting the principal in his/ her education regarding the readmission of the student to school. 

 E). The mental health care professional (psychiatrist and/or Ph.D. psychologist) shall provide a follow-up assessment of 
the student within 30 days, if the student is readmitted to school and shall provide the school with a copy of the follow-
up assessment and/or evaluation and shall inform the principal if therapy, counseling and/or treatment will be needed 
and/or provided. 

DRESS CODE RULES AND EXPECTATIONS 
MDCHS believes that a student’s personal appearance has an impact on their attitude, behavior and scholastic performance. 
Uniforms are mandatory and must be in good condition, be clean without holes/tears and must be worn in the correct size, not 
tight or baggy. Respect for both the individual and the school is manifested by an attitude of dressing in proper uniform. In 
general, the school depends on the good judgment of parents and students where appearance is concerned. Students may never 
wear any clothing depicting alcohol, drugs or inappropriate content. Tattoos or other markings, temporary or permanent, are not 
permitted. Body piercing is not permitted. 

FRIDAY SPIRIT DAYS 
• MDCHS shirts or polos in lieu of a collared shirt 

• Seniors may wear college sweatshirts of acceptance on Fridays during the Spring 

• Spirit Day gear can be purchased from the online student store 

DRESS FOR GAME DAY ATHLETES 
Any team wishing to wear a game day jersey worn must first have the approval of the Athletic Director and the Assistant Principal 
for Student Safety and Discipline. Game Day Dress is defined as an approved uniform sweater, sweatshirt or jersey. 

DRESS CODE VIOLATION CONSEQUENCES 
A dress code warning is disciplinary action issued by any member of the faculty to a student. Students will receive three 
documented dress code warnings and will serve a detention on the fourth notice and for each subsequent offense until the end 
of the semester when warnings revert to zero. Dress code violations deemed inappropriate enough to be sent home for 
mandatory clothing change will be issued a detention and administration will call parent.  

UNIFORM PURCHASE INFORMATION 
All school apparel must be MDCHS and can be purchased from EDUCATIONAL OUTFITTERS 

http://www.educationaloutfitters.com/ 

http://www.educationaloutfitters.com/
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• 8160 La Mesa Blvd., La Mesa, CA 91942 Phone: 619-466-5437 

• 9524 Kearny Villa Rd, Ste. 121, San Diego, CA 92126 Phone: 858-566-5437  

GIRLS UNIFORM EXPECTATIONS 
Skirts, pants, shorts, blouses and polo shirts must be purchased at the uniform store. The Administration reserves the right to 
determine appropriateness in all matters pertaining to the Dress Code. 

• Skirts/Shorts must not be shorter than 3 inches from top of knee cap on any day 

• Pants/skirts may not be unhemmed or below the waist 

• Modest jewelry is permitted. Garish jewelry (bold, overstated, lacking in good taste) is not permitted 

• Makeup, if used, is to be worn in moderation 

• Hair must be well-groomed and have a neat appearance without lines/zig zags, bleached or dyed colors 

• Sheer knee socks and thigh highs are not permitted 

• Blue or black leg warmers are permitted during cold (winter) season 

• Tennis shoes are permitted 

• Platform shoes are not permitted 

• A maximum of two earrings per ear are allowed  

• Only MDCHS outerwear is permitted 

GIRLS FORMAL ATTIRE FOR SPECIAL OCCASIONS AND MASS DAYS 
• Non-athletic dress shoes, no platforms or high heels are allowed 

• Only MDCHS outerwear is permitted 

• White, oxford shirt 

• Black tights under plaid skirt 

GIRLS ATTIRE FOR FREE DRESS DAYS AND CASUAL DANCES 
Students are expected wear clothing that is neat in appearance and appropriate for our school environment. Flip flops, open toe, 
steel toe, platform shoes, and high boots are never permitted. Students cannot wear leggings as pants, Yoga pants, jeggings/very 
skinny/tight jeans or pants that are slit at the bottom or have rips or cuts including shorts that are cut-off, extend below the knee 
or skirts and shorts shorter than three inches from the knee. Half shirts, crop tops, midriff halters, backless, strapless or low 
neckline shirts are not allowed. Headgear of any type is never permitted on campus during the school day. Blankets are not 
allowed on campus as sweaters. 

GIRLS DRESS GUIDELINES FOR FORMAL DANCES 
• NO skin-tight/tube-style dresses. Attire must be modest and appropriate  

• NO Strapless dresses  

• Dress should be no shorter than three inches from the knees 

• May not be more than 3 inches below the collarbone 

• May not be backless below middle of the back 

• May not be see-through 

• May not have mid-section cut-outs   

• Sunglasses will not be permitted 

• Students cannot walk around the dance in bare feet 

BOYS UNIFORM EXPECTATIONS 
Pants, shorts and polo shirts must be purchased from uniform store. The Administration reserves the right to determine 
appropriateness in all matters pertaining to the Dress Code. 

• Slacks and shorts are permitted in khaki and navy blue. No pant legs with elastic bottom 

• Tennis shoes are permitted 

• Only MDCHS outerwear is permitted 

• Garish jewelry (bold, overstated, and lacking in good taste) is not permitted 
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• Sweatshirts are not to be worn underneath Polo shirts. Sweatshirts are outer garments and they are to be worn on top 
of Polo shirts 

• Hair must be well-groomed and have a neat appearance without lines/zig zags, bleached or dyed colors 

• Hair must be no longer than mid-ear on sides, not touching the collar in the back or past eye-brows in the front 

• Facial hair is not permitted; sideburns may not extend lower than the ear and eyebrows are not to be altered 

• Earrings can never be worn on campus during the day, during evening sporting events or any school related events on 
or off campus. 

BOYS FORMAL ATTIRE FOR SPECIAL OCCASIONS AND MASS DAYS  
• Navy blue dress slacks 

• White, oxford shirt 

• MDCHS uniform tie – MUST be purchased through the school 

• Non-athletic dress shoes  

• Only MDCHS outerwear 

BOYS ATTIRE FOR FREE DRESS DAYS AND CASUAL DANCES  
Students are expected wear clothing that is neat in appearance and appropriate for our school environment. Flip flops, steel toe 
and high boots are never permitted. Students cannot wear tight jeans or pants that are slit at the bottom or have rips or cuts 
including shorts that are cut-off, extend below the knee or shorts shorter than three inches from the knee. Headgear of any type 
is never permitted on campus during the school day. Blankets are not allowed on campus as sweaters. 

BOYS DRESS GUIDELINES FOR FORMAL DANCES 
• Must wear a button up collared shirt with regular tie or bow tie  

• Must wear long pants, no jeans  

• Shirt always tucked in 

• Sunglasses will not be permitted  

• Must wear a vest, blazer or formal cardigan/sweater  

• Students cannot walk around the dance in bare feet 

SCHOOL SPIRIT 

School spirit includes: 

1. Courtesy: to teachers, school employees, other students and visitors. This tradition is carried over from MCHS to MDCHS. 

2. Pride: in everything our school endeavors to accomplish and has accomplished. 

3. Loyalty: to all functions of the school, including doing one’s best to keep his/her scholastic and activity standards high. 

4. Sportsmanship: should be maintained by both players and spectators. Booing, disorderly conduct, or carrying the 

competitive aspects of the game beyond the court/playing field, cannot be tolerated. 

DISCIPLINARY INELIGIBILITY 

1. Students are awarded the following grades in conduct and citizenship in each class  

O - Outstanding 

S - Satisfactory 

G - Good 

N - Needs Improvement 

U - Unsatisfactory 

2. When a student receives two “U’s” in conduct in one grading period, the student is placed on the Ineligibility List until 

grades are posted for the next grading period. 

3. Violations of the school rules that result in probation, normally will result in the student’s placement on the Ineligibility List 

for a period of time determined by the Dean of Students and the Principal. 
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INTERNET/COMPUTER ACCEPTABLE USE POLICY 

Responsible Use Policy 

Technology is to be used on campus for educational purposes only. It is a privilege, not a right, to use the school’s technology 
resources. 

Laws: 

•   I will respect copyright laws. 

•   I will not plagiarize. 

•   I will obey all local, state, and federal laws when using the Internet. 

Digital Citizenship: 

•    I consent to the use, publication, and copyright by School in publications, brochures, website, and other promotional 
materials, of photographs and videos in which Student may appear as a student in any programs or activities of School; 
and the foregoing consent shall extend beyond Student’s period of enrollment and shall survive any termination of this 
Contract. 

Applications:  

•   I will not download or install any peer-to-peer file sharing software and/or seed/leech torrents on my laptop. 

•   I will not play games, instant message, chat, or post to online social networks during the school day. 

 Respect: 

•     I will respect and protect the personal information of my teachers, classmates, family, and self. 

•    I will not post or provide any identifying information about myself or other people through the Internet. 

•    I will respect my teachers by staying on task with my laptop in class. 

•    I will not access email or the Internet during class without teacher permission. 

•    I will be careful when I surf the web, avoiding any sites that are profane, obscene, or otherwise inappropriate. I will 
respect my body by using appropriate posture when using my laptop. 

•    I will use appropriate language and will not write anything in email or online that I would not want said to my teachers, 
parents, and friends. 

•    I will, on a daily basis, read all email and Schoology communications sent by teachers. I will not send spam or chain mail 
using my MDCHS email account. 

Passwords and Privacy 

•    I will not give out my password to anyone else, and I will never use anyone else’s username and password. 

•    I will not access anyone else’s account, harm or destroy their files, or make any changes to their laptop’s settings. 

•    I will not attempt to gain access to any area of the network that I am not authorized to access. 

•    I understand that nothing on my laptop or the network is totally private. The Administration and my parents have the 
right to access any of my files and folders at any time. 

Responsibility 

•    I understand that I must bring my laptop to school each day in working order. 

•    The battery will be fully charged, the sound will be turned off, and all educational software will be operational. 

•    I will take my laptop to the Crusader Digital Lounge if it is not working properly or if it needs repair. 

•    I will keep my laptop in a safe place, such as my locker, when I am not using it. 

•    I will ask an adult for a safe place to keep it during after school activities. 

 My Work 

•     I understand it is my responsibility to save school-related files to the school-issued Microsoft OneDrive. 

•    If I choose to save personal files such as music files, pictures, or videos to my personal Dropbox/GoogleDrive/iCloud, I 
will purchase additional storage capacity. 

•    I will never use computer problems as an excuse for not having assignments when due unless I have tried my best to get 
them resolved. 
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These rules apply to all laptops used on the Mater Dei Catholic High School campus, including personally–owned computers. 
Compliance with the Responsible Use Policy is a part of every student’s responsibility. 

These rules are put in place to protect the students and to insure the integrity of our network. Loss, damage, theft of may result 
in severe disciplinary action. 

This Responsible Use Policy is current up to the printing of this document. A “living” document with any updates can be accessed 
on the Mater Dei website at http://www.materdeicatholic.org/ 

UNAUTHORIZED PUBLICATIONS 

Students of Mater Dei Catholic may not initiate, write, publish or disseminate any unauthorized advertisements, fliers, documents, 

publications, drawings, mailing lists or items representing Mater Dei Catholic without the President’s approval. 

GUEST POLICY FOR SOCIAL EVENTS 

Students from other high schools are permitted to attend MDCHS social functions. The following guidelines apply: 

1. A guest pass must be obtained from the Assistant Principal’s office prior to the event by the Mater Dei Catholic student who 

wishes to bring a guest. 

1. The guest must present a valid ASB card, guest pass, and/or ticket, and be accompanied by student who obtained the pass. 

2. The MDCHS student must inform the guest of the regulations which govern the event. He/she is responsible for the conduct 

of the guest. 

3. Each student is limited to one guest per event. The supervisors of the function may refuse admittance to any student or 

guest. 

RESTRICTED AREAS 

If a student is in a restricted area during a particular period without permission, he/she is out of bounds and subject to disciplinary 

action. The following areas are restricted to students during the school day: 

1. Pool 

2. Restrooms at lunch near Lima & Theater 

3. All athletic fields, P.E. locker rooms, gym, weight room and multi-purpose room, except when taking P.E. or during special 

assemblies. 

4. Vending machines, snack bar, public phones, except at break, lunch and after school. 

5. Off campus is restricted. 

6. Students may not visit their cars during the school day except with permission. 

VISITORS 

The school maintains a closed campus. Visitors to the school must report to the front office. All persons entering the school 

campus must first go to the front office to obtain the proper authorization to visit the school. City ordinances prohibit loitering 

about the school. Student visitors must secure a Visitor’s Pass from the Assistant Principal of Student Safety & Discipline. A note signed 

by the visitor’s parent and the student’s parent with the phone numbers of each parent should be brought to the Assistant Principal 

of Student Safety & Discipline at least twenty-four hours in advance of the visit. Shadowing is open to any prospective student. The 

student is paired with a MDCHS student for the day to attend classes. Visitors are not allowed during the week prior to MDCHS’ 

Easter break/vacation or final exams. Visitors must be appropriately dressed and must wear clothing that is in close compliance 

with our school dress code. The administration reserves the right to determine appropriate dress. 
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STUDENT LIFE 

ASSOCIATED STUDENT BODY (ASB) 
Mater Dei Catholic Associated Student Body is an important organization for student participation and is a means of voicing 
student opinion. The ASB sponsors social activities and clubs. All students of Mater Dei Catholic are members of the ASB. The 
Student Council consists of elected ASB officers, elected class officers and commissioners, representatives and the presidents of 
recognized clubs. 

CLUBS 
A variety of clubs are sponsored by the Associated Student Body of Mater Dei Catholic High School. Each club offers each student 
the opportunity to participate fully in the academic, spiritual and social life of the school.  

CAMPUS MINISTRY 
The Campus Ministry Office promotes the spiritual development of the students and their families, faculty and staff at MDCHS. 
Campus Ministry aims to provide opportunities for all members of the Mater Dei Catholic High School Family to join in common 
efforts to provide for the needs of all people served by MDCHS. The goals of Campus Ministry are accomplished through activit ies 
such as Liturgical Celebrations, Annual Retreats and Christian Service Programs. 

SPIRITUAL GUIDANCE 
Spiritual guidance is offered by our chaplains on campus for any students who are interested in growing deeper in their faith. Interested 
students meet with the chaplains once a month during their Theology classes. 

RETREATS 
Freshmen and sophomores attend a mandatory, one-day on-campus retreat. Special retreats for juniors and seniors are arranged 
by the Campus Ministry Office. Mater Dei Catholic believes that retreats are an important part of the growth of our students. 

STUDENT ACTIVITIES 
Student activities may be religious, cultural, athletic and non-athletic. Participation will develop intellectual, athletic and artistic 
talents. Efforts to excel and compete as an individual or as a team member builds personal pride and gives the student the 
opportunity to test his/her abilities and talents in challenging situations. 

AMBASSADOR FOR CHRIST CORPS 
The MDCHS Ambassador for Christ Corps is a student service, public relations and recruiting program that represents Mater Dei 
Catholic High School. This group consists of sophomore, junior and senior students. These students must possess Christian values, 
leadership potential, school pride, citizenship and have a good standing within the school. All Ambassadors for Christ pledge to 
obey the Ten Commandments and role model after Jesus Christ. Membership in the Ambassador for Christ Corps is an honor and 
considered a ministry. Student Ambassadors inform prospective students and other concerned individuals about MDCHS and 
serve as hosts/hostesses for school even. 
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INTERSCHOLASTIC ATHLETICS 
MDCHS offers a full athletic program for young men and women. The program is designed to promote a spirit of competition and fair 

play, as well as physical endurance and mental well-being. All athletic events and teams are subject to the rules and regulations 

of the California Interscholastic Federation. MDCHS is affiliated with the Metropolitan Conference. 

Students and Parents are responsible for returning all MDCHS issued uniforms and equipment. Students that fail to do so will 

have a hold on their account until items are returned or the cost of the uniform(s) and equipment is paid in full. 

MATER DEI CATHOLIC ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT TEAM PHILOSOPHY 

Coaches, players and parents all agree that our teams at MDCHS are focused on good sportsmanship, sacrificing personally for the 

good of the team, and taking responsibility for the team’s performance. Players communicate directly with their coaches when 

there is an issue and players take responsibility for their teams, never blaming outside forces (referees, playing time, etc.) for 

undesired outcomes. 

Parents support the team, understanding that their athlete is asked to make sacrifices for the benefit of the team. Parents allow 

their athletes to speak directly with the coach to resolve issues and avoid discussions with the coaches about playing time. Parents 

refrain from second guessing the coaches, comparing players, or complaining about team or game situations. 

If there is an issue, the following is the procedure for the Mater Dei Catholic Athletic Department: 

1. Parents will suggest a meeting between the player and coach. 

2. If the problem persists, parent and player will meet with the coach. 

3. If the problem continues to persist, parent, player and coach will meet with the Athletic Director. 

Parents, players and coaches all understand that communicating and acting positively can have a positive effect on the team. The 

coaches pledge to be organized, knowledgeable and willing to improve. They will provide a positive learning environment for the 

team and will communicate to each player about their role on the team. The coaches will be models of good sportsmanship and 

will take responsibility for the team’s performance. 

CRUSADER ATHLETE CODE OF ETHICS 

1. Prayer is the center of MDCHS’ athletic tradition; consequently, a prayer will start all athletic events on campus. 

2. Be courteous at all times with school officials, opponents, game officials and fans. 

3. Exercise self-control. 

4. Be familiar with all rules of the contest. 

5. Show respect to players, officials and other coaches. 

6. Refrain from the use of foul and abusive language. 

7. Respect the integrity and judgment of game officials. 

8. Refrain from use of illegal and nonprescription drugs, anabolic steroids, or any substance to increase physical development 

or performance that is not approved by the United States Food and Drug Administration, your personal physician and the 

Surgeon General. 

9. If a student-athlete misses school for illness, they cannot compete in a game/match on the day they are absent from school. 

If a student-athlete misses more than two blocks for an unexcused reason, they will not be able to compete in sports on 

that day. 

CIF ETHICS IN SPORTS 

The CIFSDS Board of Managers requires that the following Code of Ethics be issued to and signed by each student-athlete, parent, 

coach, and officials’ association as a guide to govern their behavior. 

Penalties for failure to submit a signed code of ethics are: 

• Athlete: Ineligibility for participation in CIF-San Diego Section athletics. 

• Coach: Restricted from coaching in CIF-San Diego Section contests. 

• Officials Association: Not approved to officiate in the CIF-San Diego Section. 

• Parent: Prohibition/Removal from attendance at CIF or CIFSDS events. 
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CODE OF ETHICS FOR STUDENT-ATHLETE, PARENT/GUARDIAN/CAREGIVER, COACH, CONTEST OFFICIAL 

1. Comply with the six pillars and 16 principles of the Pursuing Victory With Honor program as outlined on the CIFSD website 

link: http://www.cifsds.org/uploads/2/3/3/6/23368454/3ethicsinsportsathlete-parent2018-2019.pdf 

2. Be courteous at all times with school officials, opponents, game officials, and spectators. 

3. Exercise self-control. 

4. Know all rules of the contest of the CIF state and the CIFSDS and agree to follow the rules. 

5. Show respect for self, players, officials, coaches, and spectators. 

6. Refrain from the use of foul and/or abusive language at all times. 

7. Respect the integrity and judgment of game officials. 

8. An athletic director, sports coach, school official or employee or booster club/sport group member may provide only non-

muscle building nutritional supplements to a student-athlete at any time for the purpose of providing additional calories 

and electrolytes. A school may only accept an advertisement, sponsor, or donation from a supplement manufacturer that 

offers only non-muscle building nutritional supplements. A school may not accept an advertisement sponsorship or 

donation from a distributor of a dietary supplement whose name appears on the label. Permissible non-muscle building 

nutritional supplements are identified according to the following classes: Carbohydrate/electrolyte drinks, energy bars, 

carbohydrate boosters, and vitamins and minerals. (Revised-Federated Council May 2007) 

9. Win with character, lose with dignity. 

UNRULY ADULTS 

Schools are embarrassed by the unsportsmanlike conduct of adult fans. In some cases, the actions of the fans become serious 

when officials, scorekeepers and timers are verbally abused or confronted by adults. Attorneys have advised that a school may 

bar a fan if there is reason to believe his/her presence will have adverse effects upon inter-scholastic activities. MDCHS 

discourages booing by adults and students alike. Criticism of inter-scholastic activities makes it imperative that schools eliminate 

unsportsmanlike conduct on the part of all parties. Coaches and players can be handled by the school itself. The above procedure 

concerns the handling of those adult fans whose conduct is improper. Penal Code 415.5a & 626.8. All rules and regulations are 

to be interpreted by the administration. 

CIF SANCTIONED SPORTS – PROGRAM LEVELS MAY VARY BASED ON THE NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS 

Fall Sports 
▪ Cross Country (Boys and Girls) Varsity 

▪ Football (Boys) Varsity, Junior Varsity, Freshman 

▪ Golf (Girls) Varsity 

▪ Tennis (Girls) Varsity 

▪ Volleyball (Girls) Varsity, Junior Varsity, Freshman 

▪ Water Polo (Boys) Varsity 

Spring Sports 
▪ Baseball (Boys) Varsity, Junior Varsity 

▪ Golf (Boys) Varsity 

▪ Softball (Girls) Varsity, Junior Varsity  

▪ Swimming (Boys and Girls) Varsity  

▪ Tennis (Boys)Varsity 

▪ Track (Boys and Girls) Varsity, Junior Varsity 

▪ Volleyball (Boys) Varsity, Junior Varsity 

▪ Lacrosse (Boys) Varsity 

Winter Sports 
▪ Basketball (Boys) Varsity, Junior Varsity, Freshman  

▪ Basketball (Girls) Varsity, Junior Varsity, Freshman  

▪ Soccer (Boys and Girls) Varsity, Junior Varsity  

▪ Wrestling (Boys and Girls) 

▪ Water Polo (Girls) 

 
 
Club Sports 
▪ Cheerleading - Varsity, Junior Varsity 

 

 

  

http://www.cifsds.org/uploads/2/3/3/6/23368454/3ethicsinsportsathlete-parent2018-2019.pdf


Mater Dei Catholic High School Student Handbook 2018-19 
 
 

34 

 

BUSINESS PRACTICES 

TUITION PAYMENT POLICY 

There are four approved methods of tuition payment: 

Plan 1:  Full payment of tuition may be paid to FACTS, or to MDCHS on or before June 1, 2018.  

Plan 2:   Two automatic payments paid June 1, 2018 and December 1, 2018 to FACTS Company.  

Plan 3:   Four automatic payments paid June 1, 2018, September 1, 2018, December 1, 2018, March 1, 2019 to FACTS 

Company. 

Plan 4:  Twelve automatic monthly payments paid June 1, 2018 through May 1, 2019 to FACTS Company. 

SPECIAL FEES 

Special fees will be paid directly to the MDCHS Business Office.  

All payments made directly to Mater Dei Catholic High School must be made in the form of a Cashier’s Check, Money Order, 

Credit Card, or Cash (no personal checks accepted). 

BOOKS 

Textbooks are issued to the students at the beginning of the year. It is the student’s responsibility to cover and care for school books 

and return them in good condition before the end of the school year. Books are checked at the end of each grading period. Hard 

cover books shall be covered. If a book appears to have been abused, or the student loses a book, the parents will be required to pay 

for the replacement book. The cost of the replacement book will be determined by the Business Office. 

TUITION COVERED TECHNOLOGY PACKAGE 
Tuition Covered Technology Package (2018-2019 Returning Students Gr. 10-12) Lenovo ThinkPad S1/260 YOGA or Microsoft 
Surface Pro, Accidental Damage Protection, Norton Symantec Endpoint Protection (Antivirus/ Malware), Office 365 and full-
service technical support & troubleshooting. Students withdrawing from the school before graduation may purchase the school 
issued device. Please contact the Business Office for laptop cost. 

Tuition Covered Technology Package- BYOL-Bring Your Own Device (2018-2019 Freshmen and New Students Gr. 10-12) Norton 
Symantec Endpoint Protection (Antivirus/Malware), Office 365 and limited-service technical support & troubleshooting. 

RETURNED CHECK CHARGE 

A $30.00 fee is charged for all returned checks. Checks will not be re-deposited and must be replaced with a Cashier’s Check, 

Money Order, Credit Card, or Cash. Should Mater Dei Catholic High School incur attorney’s fees, court costs, or other expenses in 

collecting the balance due, the signer(s) on the financial agreement agree to pay all such costs forthwith, and that the same shall 

be considered as additional fees due. Deposits, fees, and expenses shall be paid when stipulated by the school. 

DELINQUENT ACCOUNTS 

Students will not be allowed to enter school in August, 2018 or January, 2019, unless accounts are current by August 8, 2018 

and December 12, 2018. Students whose accounts are not current are not allowed to take semester exams or receive credit for 

classes. Exams taken at a later date will not receive the same credit as exams taken at the scheduled times. Families with 

delinquent accounts will lose access to school communications, i.e. Haiku. Seniors will not be permitted to participate in 

graduation exercises or receive a diploma, if there is an outstanding balance. 

TUITION REFUND POLICY 

All students are enrolled for the entire year, and a full year’s tuition must be paid, notwithstanding the fact that the student may 

be withdrawn or dismissed during the year. Notice must be given to the president, principal, and business office in writing, that the 

student will no longer be attending MDCHS. Funds received for tuition will be refunded pro-rata based on the ending balance 

due. 
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